




bears
Black bears feed mainly on summer and fall berry crops such as raspberries, 

blueberries and mountain ash, as well as acorns and beechnuts in the fall. Natural 

foods however vary greatly in abundance from year to year. Shortage of food and 

reduction of habitat will bring bears into areas of human habitation where food or 

garbage around homes, cottages and campsites become attractive to them. avoid conflicts

•	Put garbage out on the day of pick-up, not the night before

•	Freeze meat scraps and bones until day of pick-up

•	Use tight fighting lids on garbage cans that cannot come off when disturbed 
or secure garbage in a shed or garage

•	Secure garbage can lids with bungee cords and put a heavy weight on the lid

•	Attach garbage cans to something permanent

•	Rinse cans and bottles well for recycling (don’t leave sharp edges on cans)

•	Cover compost well with soil and leaves (if unwanted guests still visit – stop 
composting)

•	Never compost meat or dairy products

•	Ensure bird feeders are animal proof and can not spill to the ground

•	Do not leave pet food and water bowls outside

•	Keep shingles and eaves in good condition

•	Uncapped chimneys, openings into attics, rotting roofs and loose shingles are 
all invitations for wildlife to move into buildings. 

•	Screen bathroom, stove and other vents and attic openings with heavy  
2.5 cm by 2.5cm wire (not chicken wire), leaving a 5-6 cm overlap on each side

•	Trim branches that overhang buildings and remove unused TV towers

Wild animals that come into contact with humans are merely seeking 

food or shelter. Do not provide these opportunities if you should not 

wish to encourage them. 

helpful tips:



problem solving

 
Please be respectful and patient should conflicts arise.  

consider the following:
•	Never light a fire in an attempt to smoke animals out of a chimney, as this is inhumane and 

very dangerous.

•	Before closing any entry hole to your residence permanently, be sure you are around the 

following few days to monitor for noises that indicate animals are trapped inside.

•	Do not use chicken wire to block access points as it can stretch and an animal could get its 

head caught in it.

•	Battery-operated sources of light or sound (such as a radio left playing) may cause an animal 

to find a new home (use low-voltage lighting attics or other small spaces) – avoid electrical 

devices as animals may chew on the wires.

•	Outdoor, movement –activated floodlights may scare off any nocturnal visitors (raccoons 

however may become accustomed to outside lights)

•	Never use poisons – they subject animals to intense pain and suffering and you cannot control 

who gets it.

•	If an animal has fallen into a window well, drape a blanket, board or anything they can grasp 

over the edge and leave it.  During the night, when all is quiet the animal will be able to 

climb up and leave.  For a skunk use a plank on a gradual sloping angel with lattice pieces 

every 8-10cm.



things to 
remember

•	 Never attempt to corner or capture a wild animal!

•	 Do not disturb animals when they have young. Know the 
life cycle of the animal you wish to remove. If mothers are 
separated from their young, they may do considerable 
damage trying to get to them. If the mother is removed 
and relocated, the babies will die an agonizing death.

•	 Live Trapping and re-locating an animal is not a long-term 
solution. The removal of individual animals, without taking 
steps to eliminate access to denning/nesting sites and food 
sources, will just leave space for another animal to inhabit. 
Most wild animals are territorial, so relocating them may 
create new problems elsewhere. 

•	 Animals should be encouraged to leave your premises on 
their own with minimal disturbance to avoid unnecessary 
stress and suffering.

•	 If the situation warrants removal of the animal from your 
cottage or other building – seek the assistance of experts 
who employ humane removal techniques and simply let the 
animal go on site. 



misconceptions

Babies

Often young animals found alone are assumed abandoned. This is 
usually not the case. Leave the animal alone and watch it from a 
distance. If after a few hours the mother has not returned there is a 
chance the animal is an orphan. Call for assistance.

Mange

Rabies is often confused with mange (a parasitic skin infection 
that causes hair to fall out in large patches) a condition often seen 
in foxes. Secondary infections cause open sores and crusting that 
often lead to blindness. The result is a prolonged, horrible death, 
often from starvation. An animal cannot recover on its own but 
mange can be treated. The animal must be live trapped. Get help 
as soon as possible!



helping wildlife

•	Build a brush pile – provides shelter for mice, rabbits and chipmunks.

•	Put up nesting boxes. 

•	Build a bat house.

•	Plant a butterfly garden. 

•	Landscape to attract birds and other wildlife. Click here for more info.
•	Maintain a chemical-free lawn.
•	Leave shorelines natural. For projects in and around the water and permit information click here.
•	Bird proof your windows. Click here for more info.
•	Effectively manage your wood lot for wildlife. 
•	Plant trees.

Vis it  the  following web-s ites  for  great  project  ideas  and 

wildl ife  information:

•	Canadian Wildlife Federation 

•	Canadian Federation of Humane Societies

•	Ontario Forestry Association

•	Federation of Ontario Naturalists

Enjoy wildl ife  at  while  part ic ipat ing in  valuable  wildl ife 

monitoring programs such  as  (cl ick  l inks  below) :

•	Frog Watch 
•	Marsh Monitoring Program
•	Canadian Lakes Loon Survey

Loss of habitat is the worst threat facing wildlife today. Habitat is the place 
where a particular animal lives – where it finds food, water, shelter and 
space. As human populations expand into natural areas, there is less room 
for wildlife. The following simple projects can help wild creatures meet 
their survival needs on your property:

http://www.wildaboutgardening.org
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca
http://www.biconet.com/birds/windowAlert.html
http://www.cwf-fcf.org
http://cfhs.ca/
http://www.oforest.on.ca
http://www.ontarionature.org
http://www.naturewatch.ca/english/select_province.html
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/volunteer/glmmp/index.jsp
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/cllsmain.html


Home-made  mousetrap



With  a  l i ttle  understanding humans and wildl ife  can co-ex ist  peacefully.  

S i t  back ,  relax and enjoy wildl ife  on  your  property!

Aspen Valley Wildlife Sanctuary 
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